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President’s Notes 
 
 

The run of Deadly Nightcap  proved to be a great success and credit to 
the society. Well done to Jane Maclean and everyone involved. Snow 
White will shortly be starting its run so come along to support and enjoy  
this great traditional pantomime. At the beginning of January, Trinity will 
be hosting two performances of Snowed Under, a new comedy written 
and directed by Gwen Stevens which will raise funds for The Alzheimer’s 
Society. 
 

Dinah has had some responses to her request for directors, thanks to 
those who have volunteered. For the society to flourish we need as many 
members as possible to be active. There are many roles to be fulfilled 
when we put on a show, set building, stage managing, lighting, sound, 
bar, front of house, so please come forward to help out. 
 

Following on from a very successful Arabian Night and the always 
enjoyable Race Night. There is the Christmas Party on 15th December 
and a bit of acting fun on January19th, so plenty to enjoy on the social 
side. A  big thank you to all involved in putting on the Christmas Fayre. It 
was very well attended and raised  well over £700, a record. Well done 
everyone.  
 

There are a couple of projects that are open for input from all members. 
On Monday 3rd December at 7:30pm there is a meeting for anyone who 
wants to get involved with the Youth Theatre or who has ideas  or would 
like to help. On Tuesday 11th December at 7:30pm there is a meeting 
about to get ideas to increase membership. Everyone is welcome at both 
these meetings. 
 

There is plenty happening over the coming months so come along and 
enjoy the panto and the social events and have a joyous festive season. 
  
John  
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NODA Review of Deadly Nightcap 
 

First and foremost, a special thank you to Danny Carmichael of the 
Apollo Theatre, who stepped in at the last minute to replace the lead, 
Bob French, in this gripping “who dunnit”. Somehow, he managed to 
learn the part without having to appear on stage with a script, except for 
the first night. Moreover he gave an entirely natural performance in a 
role far removed from those he usually plays, thus surprising us all and 
ensuring his future as a serious actor. 
 

He was well supported by the rest of the cast, in particular Carolyn 
Ferguson as his wife, Sarah Radford, destined to come to a sticky end 
but who in fact, turned the tables on her husband who himself became 
the victim.  Wayne Child too, who like Danny, was cast in an unusual 
role, made a most convincing, poker-faced inspector. 
 

There were delightful cameo parts by several of the other actors and it 
was refreshing to see Alex Quilter on stage rather than leading an 
orchestra (Are there no limits to his talents?). I was impressed by 
Christine Hillier as Kate, Sarah's friend, simply because of her diction 
and projection. It makes a change to be able to not only hear without 
effort but also to lip-read someone on stage these days, since the last 
few years have seen a decline in both audibility and enunciation, thanks 
to the easy approach of television which many actors. 

 

The setting was uncluttered, with a modern approach to the furniture with nothing 
matching. The author, Francis Durbridge, can always be relied on to write a tortuous 
thriller and this was one of the most tortuous of them all, with red herrings 
abounding and a rather strange ending, which left many of us puzzled 
as to whether the play had indeed, finished. Director Jane Maclean did a 
splendid job and I was delighted to see that having used her feminine 
wiles on Nick Eagle to take a part, she added to our visual pleasure by 
leaving his glorious mane of wavy, silver hair untouched. 
 

Audience attendance seemed to be on the rise too, with programmes 
selling out and having to be hastily reprinted. Obviously a successful 
production and, following in the wake of the much acclaimed Calendar 
Girls, yet another triumph for Trinity Theatre. 
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Dates for your diary  

Date Event 

Thursday  22nd 
November at 7:30pm 

Honest Mike’s Race Night 

1, 2, 6, 7, 8, 9 
December 

Snow White & the 
Seven Dwarfs 

Monday 3rd 
December at 7:30pm 

Youth Theatre Meeting 

Tuesday 11th 
December at 7:30pm 

Membership Drive 
Meeting 

Wednesday 12th 
December at 7:30pm 

Committee Meeting 

Saturday 15th 
December at 7:00pm 

Christmas Party 

Friday 11th & 
Saturday 12th 
January at 7:30pm 

Snowed Under 

Sunday 13th January 
at 2:00pm 

Youth Theatre 

Saturday 19th 
January at 5:30 pm 

Saturday Playhouse 
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Stage Whisper Caption Competition 
 

Email a suggestion for a caption for the photo below to  
stagewhisper@caods.org.uk. You may win a prize! 

Membership Meeting 
 

As a society we are fortunate in having great members. We are 
however a relatively small group and the committee want to have 
a push to increase membership of the society. As a group we 
have a lot to offer and we can also benefit from new members’ 
skills and experience. 
 

A working group is meeting at 7:30pm on Tuesday 11th 
December. If you have any ideas or would like to get involved in 
the membership drive, please come along. 
 

John 
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Saturday Playhouse 
A Script, Snack and Stage Evening 

Saturday 19th January at 5:30pm 
 

Come along and have some fun rehearsing, performing and 
watching some short plays and sketches, mixed in with a 
bite to eat. The evening will start with everyone being divided 
into groups and a play script given to each group. The 
groups will then  work together to cast, direct? and rehearse 
the piece. The plays and sketches will only be about twenty 
minutes long. 
 

After the rehearsal session we will have a bite to eat and 
then the performance of the plays will begin and don’t worry 
you will be allowed to have the scripts with you so no instant 
line learning is required. The performances will take place on 
a stage in the clubroom. The object of the evening is to se 
some new plays and  have some acting fun! 
 

Everyone is welcome of any age and you don’t have to have 
any experience whatsoever, this is not an acting master 
class! If you have a script that you would like to use then let 
me know or if a group of you would like to prepare a piece 
before hand that is fine. The roles of the sketches will be 
varied and you will have to be prepared to take anything on. 
There is  likely to be a small charge to cover scripts and 
food. 
 

It would be ideal if you could let me know if you intend to 
come along so I can have an idea of numbers to get scripts 
and food organised. You can let me know by signing on the 
sheet in the clubroom, email at president@caods.org.uk or 
call on 760955 or 1234567890. Likewise contact me if you 
have any questions about the evening. 
 

Looking Forward to seeing you there 
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Music
 

Games  for 
all ages 

Festive Quiz 

Raffl
e 

Jacky & Nigel Flux 
wish all members 

 a Merry Christmas 
and a 

 Happy New Year 

Celebrate  
at the 

 

 Christmas 
Party 

 

Saturday 15th December 
 at 7:00pm 

 

American Supper– Bring a plate of food 
Come along and enjoy the fun! 



8 

 
Youth Theatre 

 

As you know the Society successfully ran a youth theatre group 
through the winter and spring of this year. This involved  fortnightly 
workshops and culminated in the  very  successful Romanian Uranium 
Mystery. Many members are also involved in Snow White. 
 
Next year’s Youth Theatre will start at 2pm on Sunday 13th January. 
 
Prior to that there is a meeting taking place on Monday 3rd 
December. Everyone is welcome to come along. To make sure the 
youth theatre is a success we need to have plenty of helpers and 
plenty of ideas. If you have any experience of youth theatre, have 
some ideas or would just like to help out, please come along to the 
meeting in the clubroom at 7:30pm on 3rd December. 

Christmas Tree Festival 

at Cowes Methodist Church 
 

Cowes Methodist Church in Birmingham Road are holding a 
Christmas Tree Festival from 11th to 15th November from 
11am to 4pm.  CAODS have entered a tree and it is an 
opportunity to publicise the society. We need volunteers to 
be at the church during the opening times to talk to 
visitors about the society. If you can help, please contact 
Daphne Brown on 245356. 
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In Case you Missed It! 
Here and overleaf are some pictures from Calendar 
Girls, Deadly Nightcap and The Arabian Night 

Camel Racing 
 

Belly Dancing 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 
 
 
 

I am delighted to say that I have now transferred a 
further £10,000.00 from the Current Account to the Deposit 
Account, so we now have the princely sum of £28,817.18 on 
Deposit. 

I am also pleased to say that, in spite of various 
disasters, "Deadly Nightcap" has, to date, made a profit of 
£1,550.75. 

The next thing on the Agenda is the Christmas 
Fayre and we hope again to make a goodly amount. If we 
can squeeze it in, I hope to give you the amount we make. 

Don't forget "Honest Mike's Race Night" on 22
nd

 
November and do please support the pantomime which is 
to be "Snow White & the Seven Dwarfs" this year. 

 
Jane Maclean - Hon. Treasurer 

Balances: 
 
Current Account    £17,943.74credit  

Deposit Account   £18,817.18credit  

Stage Whisper - December Edition 
All members are welcome to contribute to Stage Whisper. Please 
send entries for the next edition to stagewhisper@caods.org.uk. 
with attachments if necessary by Monday 10th December.  


